
CHAPTER 15-62.3
TUITION ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM

15-62.3-01. Definitions. As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. "Accredited private institution" means an institution of higher learning located in
North Dakota which is operated privately and not controlled or administered by any
state agency or subdivision of the state, and which is accredited by the north central
association of colleges and secondary schools or the accrediting association of Bible
colleges.

2. "Agency" means the state board of higher education.

3. "Baccalaureate degree" means the degree customarily granted upon completion of a
course of study normally requiring four academic years of college work.

4. "Final unmet financial need" means that need which remains after deducting any
amounts available from the United States department of education in the form of a
basic educational opportunity grant, or from the state of North Dakota in the form of
a North Dakota student assistance grant or a tuition assistance grant, or both.

5. "Financial need" means the difference between (a) the student's financial resources
available, including those available from the student's parents as determined by a
need analysis completed according to United States department of education
regulations, and (b) the student's anticipated annual expense while attending the
accredited private institution. Financial need for each student must be calculated
each year.

6. "Full-time resident student" means a North Dakota resident, pursuant to section
15-10-19.1, who is enrolled at an accredited private institution in a course of study
including at least one hundred eighty instructional hours per semester.

7. "Half-time resident student" means a North Dakota resident who is enrolled at an
accredited private institution in a course of study including at least ninety
instructional hours per semester.

8. "Qualified student" means a full-time or half-time resident student who has
established financial need and who is making satisfactory progress towards
graduation.

9. "Tuition assistance grant" means a grant by the state of North Dakota to a qualified
student.

15-62.3-02. Administration of tuition assistance grant program. The agency shall:

1. Administer the North Dakota tuition assistance grant program, and may adopt rules
pursuant to chapter 28-32 with respect to program administration.

2. Receive from the accredited private institutions a computation of financial need for
each eligible student, to which must be attached a copy of a corroborating needs
analysis from an agency authorized by the United States department of education to
process family financial statements.

3. Disburse tuition assistance grants.

4. Annually report to the legislative assembly on funds distributed to students of each
accredited private institution, including the amounts disbursed, the number of
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full-time and part-time students assisted, the final unmet need of each student, if
any, and funds returned because of discontinued student attendance.

15-62.3-03. Tuition assistance grant eligibility - Application. Any full-time resident
student or half-time resident student who is admitted to and attends an accredited private
institution and who establishes financial need is eligible for a tuition assistance grant upon
application to the agency.

15-62.3-04. Tuition assistance grant maximum. The maximum amount of a tuition
assistance grant to a qualified full-time resident student for each academic year consisting of two
semesters is the lesser of (a) the amount of the student's financial need for that period, (b) the
difference between the tuition charged by the accredited private institution and the highest
undergraduate tuition charged by state colleges or universities, or (c) one thousand five hundred
dollars. The maximum amount of a tuition assistance grant to a qualified half-time resident
student is one-half the amount which would be paid to a qualified full-time resident student.

15-62.3-05. Tuition assistance grant duration. A qualified full-time resident student
may receive tuition assistance grants for not more than eight semesters of undergraduate study
or until the attainment of a baccalaureate degree, whichever comes first. A qualified half-time
resident student may receive tuition assistance grants for not more than sixteen semesters of
undergraduate study or until the attainment of a baccalaureate degree, whichever comes first.

15-62.3-06. Distribution of grant funds. Subject to the maximum amount of a tuition
assistance grant pursuant to section 15-62.3-04, each eligible student shall receive a grant in an
amount which, for the first year of each biennium, is the product of the student's financial need
and the quotient obtained by dividing one-half of the tuition assistance funds available for the
biennium by the aggregate financial needs of all qualified students, and for the second year of
each biennium, the amount of the grant for each eligible student is the product of the student's
financial need and the quotient obtained by dividing the funds available for that year by the
aggregate financial needs of all qualified students. The agency shall pay one-half of the tuition
assistance grant to the student at the beginning of the fall semester and one-half to the student at
the beginning of the spring semester upon receipt of certification by the accredited private
institution that the student is enrolled and is in attendance. If the student discontinues
attendance before the completion of any term, any refund to the student, repayment to the tuition
assistance grant fund, or both, must be governed by the published refund or repayment policy of
the institution. The distribution of tuition assistance grant funds must be by warrant-check
prepared by the office of management and budget upon vouchers submitted by the agency.
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